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1* I otlll receive letters on a regular basis from a sister nov living in Hong 
Kong who is abl e to receive news occasionally concerning conditions in our 
home village of Kwangtung Province, where our mother and many of 

our relatives are still living. 


2* In her last few letters my sister has informed me that conditions are going 
from bad to worse as far as shortages of foodstuffs are concerned* For ex- 
ample, as of 195 ^ such things as cooking oil, rice and meat are strictly 
rationed and the quota for one person is only three ounces of cooking oil and 
12 ounces of meat per month. Hice is also very short and the ration la only 
four ounces of rice per day per pex'son. 

3« It is not possible for the people to keep food in their homes, and even far- 
mers cannot hide anything because they are not permitted to cut their crops 
without government witnesses being present to see exactly what is being ob- 
tained and to make sure that 100-6 of government quota is received* 


if* The farmers are having a terrible time because if they are unable to meet their 
quotas they are accused of having stolen part of the crop or of deliberately 
sabotaging production and they are forced to go out and buy the amount of prod- 
uce that they are short as far as the quota is concerned* 


3* Unfavorable growing conditions are no excuse as the Communist officials will toll * 
the farmer that others have met their quotas and obviously the farmer is attempt- 
ing to cheat the government if he does not meet his quota* 

6* My sister told me that prices have not gone up very much, primarily because there 
is no money*. All the small privately owned stores in the area have been put out 
of business and the Communist government nov sells all of the foodstuffs. 


7* The farmers have to sell all of their produce to the government at a very low 
price and in turn buy foodstuffs back from the government at a price equivalent 
to twice the price that the government paid for it* The situation has becomo 
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so bad that many farmers who had been given small pieces of ground after the 
CoaminiBtB ceme in have left their faros* 

It is interesting to note that landlords, vho vere the first to feel the Larch 
effects of Ccenmnist control, are nov assuming posit ionc of scare importance 
again in connection with the control* over the farmers* Th i^ situation arose 
because the landlords originally verc ccsspletely stripped of an possession* 
and became absolutely "broke*. Having nothing they new ait on the tribunals 
which try the farmers to vhc» their land was given and sentence , tb« lack 
of achievement in seating their quots* - and for "cheating the state % 

m addition to the serious abort* ^ of all foodstuff', what littlv the 
are able to get frequently it «va«a trees them by cn' idlers vho vet* voided 
in Korea, many of shorn are cr!v?l*l or are craty. V icn the people ccmplalo to 
the police the police refuse . anything and *a/ that the people should ^ex- 
cuse the soldiers because f j t»uf Csred *o &uih and beea* its so many o 
them are mentally unbalw * »* 

My sister also told se .*tt there are vu t -/^va to be "lots" of Soviet soldier 
in the area vho ore u- *i to train th* cal ' ^ Cctssunist army and airforca* The 
Soviets are kept In restrict*'! a-ov- a\ though th*y have a lot of money* 

The Chines* bitterly resent th. *t* because certain quotas of "canteen girl*" 
rnuct be met to be sent to u»- ;V , - % quarters* Host of these young «irU ara _ 
taken fro® schools* 

It is reported that there are a Ut of airports being built in Kuangtung Provinos, 
but I Lave no further details, ~ 

It i« iwjpxiwd tSwt *11 cr Vw p-opA*- buy booJ« with their w*Xl «Mnine». «»*n 
they earn money it Is fur tt-<* to put it in a Conmnirt bank, but when 

they vast to drav any money ^uv t&ey are given a very severe interrogation *»4 •.. 

are not permitted to drav out more chan 10£ of the deposit* They are 
do not need any money a* the g*V4ras**r.i take* care of them. 

Government controls are tight un any sort of casual seating** For * £ *^ J ®> 

people are not even permitted to to old friend# on the street* f r , ; . . , 

I recently received a letter l3llr?.;tl5 from a cousin vho live* 

and he told me that cn th** I*«rw foar he wanted to have an exceptionally 

eaodmltwM* lteiiy ,-r r -x-. Acx*ui« to tfc* «»t» 0 ?, c ^ W !S < ^d! i 
vould be entitled to 12 ounce.** s. month** qyota of cooking oil for this sixe 
family* He waited in line nil right long until 10:00 A H for the cooking oil , 
but va* only given three owner** tiow4\cr, hi said he vas very happy because _a 
lot of people vho stood \ hta did cot get anything because the supply ran ***** 

Hy cousin said the Russia* get tbe peanut oil so the Cooaunists ^ 
to extract oil froa rice she Us, mcA be out of 100 pounds of rice shell® it 
is possible to obtain seven to eight pounds of oil* He said the Communists tell 
the people that the rice oil ic much better for then and has many acre vitamins 
than the peanut oil* 

He also said that there is absolutely no soap available and people are using ashes 
to wash their hands and faces . ./?" • 

„ Strong emphasis is still beir^: p Laced on attempting to teach children to disregard 
orders of their fathers and mothers and other older members of the family* .They 
are told that "your mothe- and fatlv?- are not important, the government it? important. 
Xhey are also told that if they tell she authorities of the conversations of their 
parents they vill be highly honored* Thi* program is meeting with considerable 
success. 
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19. 


20 . 


21 . 


22 . 


For example, X heard about a friend of mine who is a rather old man. . He hid « 
little money in a hole he dug in the floor o.V his home. His children told the 
Communist authorities r id he was arrested, beaten, and sentenced to Jal.L. The 
Communists demanded to know why he hid his money because the money did not be- 
long to him, it “belonged to the country. 

Sentence in such cases depends on a person's previous record of cooperating with 
the Communists. About the only way a light sentence can be ojtnwi.i ib for the 
"criminal" to eay he was June saving e lew pieces of money an rouveniro . 

Children are also being told that it i.:.> honorable tc hit ‘’-h-slr father o and mothers 
if they fail to please them in ru.;j vay. 

School girls are told that it :1s their duty to : i vc up ever>thing " 
ment and immorality is being uicrirag *i . All ‘ he id legitim.-te cnilu, . _ _ k 

away because they belong i„ the country. The girls are told that the dandy if 
the children is Mao TB C-^.jir=^. The children are Known as m Mao s . 

23. Information that I ha/o received indient w that the streets of the towns and 

v illag es ore clean but this is due to tc,- fret that there is great unemployment 
and there is nothing else for people to an. 

2hm Since food is short the governs.* -it:*. toes not feed prisoners and it is up to the 
families of the prisoners to bring them food. If a prisoner's family does not 
chare its food with him he soon becomes n very dead prisoner . 

25. Soldiers are not fed by the government but are assigned to live with 9®* 3 - 1410 * 

One or two soldiers live with a family and the family must stare its food. 

26. Many of the soldiers in Kvangtung Province are from Northern China. It is said 

one of the main reasons why food is so short is because the Chinese ^d army 
is so big. There ore supposed tc be five hundred divisions, . 

there ore that many less young men working in ths fields -o produce foo . 

27. The people hate Communism but they are losing hope as far as any possibilities of 
change are concerned. 
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